


Today’s Agenda

The Big Picture
SLR 101, Vancouver and risk

Emerging ideas
New language & ideas

Reconciliation and decolonization
An introduction



The big picture
SLR 101, Vancouver and risk



Half a meter over 
next 30 years

At least one meter 
over next 80 years

Additional levels 
are “locked in”





False Creek 
Flood Extents



• 38,000+ residents and a range of housing
• $19 billion in assessed property value
• 200 industrial properties
• Emergency and medical facilities
• Schools and childcare facilities
• Granville Island
• Parks, recreation, and activity centres
• Major utilities and other assets

A DYNAMIC, MIXED-USE AREA

What’s at Risk?



A unique, community-driven 
design challenge

Guide urban development and 
ecological revitalization in False Creek 
(design guidelines +)

Inform next phase of Vancouver’s 
Coastal Adaptation Plan (2023)

Guided by community values and 
design principles identified in earlier 
Coastal Adaptation Plan work 
(2018/2020)



Olympic 
Village

Between 
Bridges

Coopers’ 
Park

Stamps 
Landing



PWL + MVRDV + Deltares 
+ Modern Formline Design
• PWL Partnership – landscape architecture and design 

(Vancouver)

• MVRDV – architecture and design (Rotterdam, NL)

• Deltares USA – water research (Maryland and NL)

• Modern Formline Design – Coast Salish cultural 
expression (North Vancouver)
• Westmar Advisors – coastal engineering

• GL Williams – environment

• Happy City – urban planning and design

• MODUS – urban design and engagement

• Goudappel – mobility planning 



Mithun + One 
Architecture
• Mithun – landscape design (Seattle)

• ONE – architecture and urban design   (New 
York and NL)
• Moffat & Nichol – urban water, coastal, 

environmental (Seattle)

• Herrera – water resources, environment 
(Vancouver/Bellingham) 



Cultural Advisory Consulting Services

• Cory Douglas, Cultural Advisor

• Charlene Aleck, Knowledge Keeper

• Additional dialogues with Indigenous knowledge keepers

This novel and important project structure has influenced outputs. It is 
modeled after the West End Community Centre Hub project and is a 
product of Ginger Gosnell-Myers’ thinking.

With guidance from participating Host Nations and with advice from Andy Phillips, 
Vancouver Plan.



Future Vision & Renewed Approach



A FUTURE VISION

The Salish Sea has risen, and False Creek has transformed. The 
area remains a vibrant and much-loved place. The naturalized 
shoreline is a healthy and safe place for people to connect 
with the water.



A FUTURE VISION

Resilient habitat areas provide homes for many species. Host 
Nations are active partners in the transformation and are 
visible and celebrated as the stewards of the lands and waters. 
Indigenous knowledge and guidance continue to breathe life 
into the place.



A RENEWED APPROACH

Protect

Accommodate

Retreat

Acknowledge

Host

Restore



Design Concepts



Adaptation Approach—
07/14/2022—



Stamps Landing—



















First Step Pilot Projects—

Habitat Bench

Forest Berm







Forest Berm—







• Multiple ways of knowing 

• Three distinct Host Nations with distinct cultures, 
languages, stories and perspectives

• Values related to gathering, canoe culture, 
connecting to land and water, reciprocity are 
commonly held

• Go beyond “social jewelry”; aim to learn about 
science, technologies, architecture, culture, art

• Be accountable and make time to reflect

Two-Eyed Seeing



Reflections

1. How does your work incorporate an Indigenous-centred approach?

2. Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh are separate communities that share many values and 
cultural practices, but also have different interests and traditions. How was this reflected in your work?

3. What barriers, if any, could your work present to Indigenous people? Who benefits?

4. How does your work support relationship building and collaboration with Indigenous peoples? 

5. Are there any observations or other thoughts and considerations that you would like to add?



A FUTURE VISION

Our shorelines can accommodate higher waters and 
occasional flooding. Our buildings have transformed and are 
safe during the occasional flooding that is part of life along our 
shoreline.



A FUTURE VISION

We have now practiced coastal adaptation for generations. As 
Vancouver continues to learn and prepare for the future, the 
city celebrates the ever-changing nature of its shorelines and 
the communities that call them home.



Thank you



Questions

• How does your process incorporate an Indigenous-centred approach?

• How do we better support equity in the work you saw today, or in 
your own work?

Further reflections:

• What barriers, if any, could your draft concepts present to Indigenous 
people? Who will benefit? 

• How does work/projects support relationship building and 
collaboration with Indigenous peoples?


