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1. CONTEXT - KEY CLIMATE IMPACTS ON 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

• Changing climate conditions are altering the natural environment in Canada, including the water 
cycle, resulting in flooding, droughts, and wildfires. It is driving biodiversity loss at an 
unprecedented rate.

• Climate change is one of five primary drivers of ecosystem change. 
Cumulative and exacerbating effects of climate change have an 
impact on the other drivers, and climate change is poised to become 
the leading driver.

• Nature is under threat due to climate change, but healthy local and 
regional ecosystems are crucial to protecting communities from heat 
waves, droughts, wildfires and intense rainfalls associated with climate 
change. The climate and nature crises are inextricably linked. Source: IPBES (2019)



2. GLOBAL COMMISSION ON ADAPTATION
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• Canada was a convening country of the Global Commission 
on Adaptation, a two-year initiative committed to 
accelerating action on climate change adaptation globally

• Canada and Mexico co-led the Nature-Based Solutions 
(NBS) Action Track in partnership with international 
partners. 

• Activities included:
– profiling the leadership of countries, cities, and investors
– identifying innovative approaches for financing models to 

implement NBS for adaptation



HOW DIFFERENT NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS CAN WORK 
TOGETHER ACROSS LANDSCAPES TO BUILD RESILIENCE

Source: Global Commission on Adaptation, Adapt Now report, 2019



NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS ACTION TRACK -
RECOMMENDATIONS
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1. Raise understanding of the value of nature for climate adaptation
• Development of common guidelines and standards that help to define, 

measure, evaluate, and quantify the outcomes of NBS for climate adaptation.

2. Embed nature-based solutions into adaptation planning and policy

3. Increase investment in nature-based solutions



3. NATIONAL ADAPTATION STRATEGY 
TIMELINE 2021-22
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Recommendations on NBS
• By 2030, all levels of government strengthen incentives, mandates, indicators, targets and tools in 

their programs and legislation to increase rapidly the use of nature-based solutions for adaptation 
across the country, reduce reliance and stress on grey infrastructure, increase social benefits of 
nature, and better account for the economic and non-economic value of ecosystem services

• By 2030, professional associations and organizations in Canada integrate comprehensive 
considerations of climate change, ecosystem stewardship, nature-based solutions, Indigenous laws, 
rights and title, and values of environmental and intergenerational justice in their ethics, standards, 
regulations, and operations. 

THRIVING NATURAL ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY TABLE -
RECOMMENDATIONS



Examples of Key Recommendations on Nature-Based Solutions
• Complete mappings and inventories of suitable nature-based solutions relative to identified climate risks and 

vulnerabilities facing communities and ecosystems
• Provide reliable and sustainable funding sources to local governments to support the implementation and 

mainstreaming of nature-based solutions
• Create opportunities for the private sector to invest in nature-based solutions. Use of public sector funds to 

catalyze private sector funding of nature-based solutions 
• Ensure good governance and equity in nature-based solutions’ implementation
• Integrate NBS into building code recommendations and technical guidance documents (e.g., prioritize natural 

infrastructure over gray infrastructure

WHAT WE HEARD THROUGH ENGAGEMENT

Engagement Highlights - Spring to Summer 2022
• Online Engagement on Let’s Talk Adaptation: 27,000 site visits,16,000 contributions, 

and over 800 written submissions 
• 1/3 of the contributions were on natural environment 
• Most of the written submissions had recommendations on natural environment



WHAT WE HEARD THROUGH ENGAGEMENT (CONT’D)

Examples of Key Recommendations on Nature-Based Solutions
• Pilot large scale naturalized shoreline projects, as well as smaller scale residential projects on nature-based 

solutions and share best practices of both
• Expand and further invest in the restoration, protection and expansion of forests, wetlands, rivers, riparian 

areas, grasslands, meadows and coastal and marine ecosystems

• Advance and complete a comprehensive mapping of the state of ecosystems and the services they provide in 
order to inform decision-making and monitor progress

• Expand funding for Indigenous-led conservation and Indigenous Guardians initiatives
• Support sustainable agriculture practices (i.e. regenerative, organic, permaculture, etc.) and sustainable forest 

management (SFM) as a nature-based climate solution

• Commit to a transformation and return to balance in 
our relationship with nature



1. Scale up investment in resilient public 
infrastructure and nature-based solutions

2. Invest in climate data, and local and regional 
climate risk and vulnerability assessments

3. Integrate climate risks into public sector 
decision making

4. Build effective collaboration & climate 
governance practices

MAIN COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM MUNICIPALITIES



4. EXISTING FEDERAL PROGRAMS

$200M over 3 years 
starting 2021/22

$4,2B over 10 years 
starting 2021/22

Marine Protected Areas 

$185M over 10 years starting 
in 2021/22 for Living Labs
$470M over 6 years starting in 
2022/23 for On-Farm Climate 
Action Fund

$976M over 5 years 
starting 2021/22

National Program for Ecological Corridors 
(Parks Canada Agency)

$60,6M over 5 years 
starting 2021/22

Indigenous Climate Leadership 

$29,6M over 3 years 
starting 2020/21



Any
Questions? 

DISCUSSION


